
EXPOS 20: WHY SHAKESPEARE?
SESSION 6: STRUCTURE FOR SINGLE-SOURCE ESSAYS

Reading for Today:
¡ Thomas Westbrook, “Something Is Rotten in the State of Denmark”Links to an external site.
¡ Narayan Sundararajan, “Hamlet and the New Misogyny”Links to an external site.
¡ The Writing Exchange in Expos PacketLinks to an external site.
¡ Aphorisms on TitlesLinks to an external site.
¡ Aphorisms on OpeningsLinks to an external site.
¡ Aphorisms on OrientationLinks to an external site.
¡ Aphorisms on ExemplarsLinks to an external site.
¡ Aphorisms on TermsLinks to an external site.
¡ Aphorisms on Signal PhrasesLinks to an external site.
¡ The Harvard Guide to Using Sources: Integrating SourcesLinks to an external site.

Writing Due:
¡ Response Paper 1.3: A Basic Outline
¡ Sign Up for a Unit 1 Conference

In-Class Discussions:
¡ Orientation: Briefly address how to provide the small bits of background information your reader needs.
¡ Counters and Responses: Briefly address how to provide counter-analyses, -evidence, and -arguments.
¡ Introductions: Discuss some approaches to opening a paper and working through its framing material.
¡ Quotation, Summary, and Paraphrase: Review situations in which it would be good to quote, good to summarize, and good to paraphrase.
¡ Body (Paragraph) Building: Discuss some approaches to structuring body paragraphs and sections.
¡ Conclusions: Discuss some ways to address implications in a conclusion.

Aphorisms (introduced in class, to be completed after class):
¡ Aphorisms on AssertionsLinks to an external site.
¡ Aphorisms on Body ParagraphsLinks to an external site.
¡ Aphorisms on Counters and ResponsesLinks to an external site.

Assignments:
¡ Essay 1: A Single-Source Essay (Draft): Write a five-page close reading about some aspect of Shakespeare's Hamlet. The essay is due by Sunday at midnight.
¡ Reader's Reports for Workshop 1: Once the two papers for workshop have been posted (by Monday at noon), write a letter for each (about a page in length) responding to the draft as 

a whole and focusing on the overall issues that seem to you most important.

http://wilson.fas.harvard.edu/files/jeffreywilson/files/thomas_westbrook_22_something_is_rotten_in_the_state_of_denmark_but_not_what_you_think22_close_reaading.pdf
https://wilson.fas.harvard.edu/files/jeffreywilson/files/narayan_sundararajan_22hamlet_and_the_new_misogyny22_theorization.pdf
http://scholar.harvard.edu/os_fast/files/jeffreywilson/jeffrey_r._wilson_the_writing_exchange_in_expos_packet.pdf
http://wilson.fas.harvard.edu/aphorisms/titles
http://wilson.fas.harvard.edu/aphorisms/openings
http://wilson.fas.harvard.edu/aphorisms/orientation
http://wilson.fas.harvard.edu/aphorisms/exemplars
http://wilson.fas.harvard.edu/aphorisms/terms
http://wilson.fas.harvard.edu/aphorisms/signal-phrases
http://usingsources.fas.harvard.edu/icb/icb.do?keyword=k70847&tabgroupid=icb.tabgroup108986
https://canvas.harvard.edu/courses/64407/assignments/344715
https://canvas.harvard.edu/appointment_groups/14891
http://wilson.fas.harvard.edu/aphorisms/assertions
http://wilson.fas.harvard.edu/aphorisms/body-paragraphs
http://wilson.fas.harvard.edu/aphorisms/counters-and-responses
https://canvas.harvard.edu/courses/64407/assignments/344700
https://canvas.harvard.edu/courses/64407/assignments/344709


THE ELEMENTS OF ACADEMIC ARGUMENT (THUS FAR)

¡ Evidence

¡ Analysis

¡ Question/Problem

¡ Argument

¡ Terms

¡ Thesis

¡ Implications

¡ Stakes

¡ Structure

¡ Orientation

¡ Counter/Response
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ORIENTATION

¡ Not plot summary.

¡ Consider your audience.

¡ L. orientem, “the rising sun”

¡ Places for orientation:

¡ The beginning of the paper: the journalistic questions

¡ The beginning of body paragraphs: reminding your reader where you’re at

¡ Orientation as reminder.

See the Aphorisms on Orientation
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Surface Reading / Close Reading

¡ Question/Problem Paragraph

¡ Orientation

¡ Evidence

¡ Analysis (i.e., Counter)

¡ Question/Problem (i.e., Response)

¡ Thesis Paragraph

¡ Thesis

¡ Stakes 

¡ Terms
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Surface Reading / Close Reading (for a Theorization)

¡ Question/Problem Paragraph

¡ Orientation

¡ Question/Problem

¡ Evidence

¡ Thesis Paragraph

¡ Analysis (i.e., Surface Reading) 

¡ Term

¡ Stakes 

¡ Thesis
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The Q&A

¡ Paragraph 1: The Question

¡ Orientation

¡ Evidence 

¡ Analysis

¡ Question/Problem

¡ Paragraph 2: The Answer

¡ Thesis

¡ Stakes
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The Cannonball

¡ Paragraph 1: The Thesis

¡ Thesis

¡ Stakes

¡ Paragraph 2: Begins the Body of the Paper …

(Note:  Since you started with a claim, not a Question/Problem, you’ll need to make the driving question of the essay clear in the body.)
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The Exemplar

¡ Paragraph 1: The Exemplar

¡ Orientation

¡ Evidence

¡ Analysis

¡ Paragraph 2: The Thesis

¡ Thesis

¡ Stakes

(Note:  Since you started with a claim, not a Question/Problem, you’ll need to make the driving question of the essay clear in the body.)
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Stakes First (for a close reading)

¡ Paragraph 1: What’s at Stake Paragraph

¡ Orientation (to Question/Problem2)

¡ Evidence (related to Question/Problem2)

¡ Analysis

¡ Question/Problem2

¡ Paragraph 2: The Thesis
¡ Method

¡ Thesis

(Note:  Since you started with Question/Problem2, it’s wise to start the body of the essay by laying out your Question/Problem1.)
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Stakes First (for a theorization)

¡ Paragraph 1: What’s at Stake Paragraph

¡ Orientation (to Question/Problem2)

¡ Evidence (related to Question/Problem2)

¡ Analysis

¡ Question/Problem2

¡ Paragraph 2: The Thesis
¡ Method

¡ Thesis

(Note:  Since you started with Question/Problem2, it’s wise to start the body of the essay by laying out your Question/Problem1.)
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INTRODUCTIONS: ESTABLISHING TERMS

The Q&A

¡ Paragraph 1: The Question

¡ Orientation

¡ Evidence

¡ Analysis

¡ Question/Problem

¡ Paragraph 2: The Answer

¡ Terms

¡ Thesis

¡ Stakes

The Exemplar

¡ Paragraph 1: The Exemplar

¡ Orientation

¡ Evidence 

¡ Analysis

¡ Paragraph 2: The Terms

¡ Terms

¡ The Thesis

¡ Thesis

¡ Stakes

Stakes First

¡ Paragraph 1: What’s at Stake Paragraph
¡ Orientation (to Question/Problem2)

¡ Evidence (related to Question/Problem2)

¡ Analysis

¡ Question/Problem2

¡ Paragraph 2: The Thesis
¡ Method

¡ Terms

¡ Thesis
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SUMMARY, PARAPHRASE, QUOTATION



SUMMARY, QUOTATION, PARAPHRASE

¡ Quote Sparingly

¡ When to Quote

¡ Introduce and Analyze Quotes

¡ Punctuating Quotes

¡ Quotation and Revision

See the Aphorisms on Quotation
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BODY (PARAGRAPH) BUILDING

The Basic Body Paragraph

¡ Assertion: Make a claim.

¡ Evidence: Present the evidence that supports your assertion.

¡ Analysis1: Explain how your evidence supports your assertion.

¡ Analysis2: Explain how your assertion plays a part in your argument.



BODY (PARAGRAPH) BUILDING

The (Less) Basic Body Paragraph

¡ Assertion: Make a claim.

¡ Orientation: Provide framing/background for the evidence you’re about to present. 

¡ Evidence: Present the evidence that supports your assertion (maybe quotation).

¡ Evidence: Present some more evidence (maybe summary).

¡ Analysis1: Explain how your evidence supports your assertion.

¡ Evidence: Present some more evidence (maybe quantitative).

¡ Analysis2: Explain how your assertion plays a part in your argument.
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BODY (PARAGRAPH) BUILDING

The Basic Body Section

¡ Assertion for Section 1

¡ Assertion for Section 1.1

¡ Evidence

¡ Analysis1

¡ Assertion for Section 1.2

¡ Evidence

¡ Analysis1

¡ Analysis2



BODY (PARAGRAPH) BUILDING

The (Much Less) Basic Body Section

¡ Question/Problem for Section 2

¡ Assertion for Section 2

¡ Assertion for Paragraph 2.1

¡ Textual Evidence

¡ Textual Evidence

¡ Analysis1

¡ Counter

¡ Response

¡ Assertion for Paragraph 2.2

¡ Textual Evidence

¡ Question/Problem

¡ Analysis1

¡ Analysis2

¡ Question/Problem for Paragraph 2.3

¡ Assertion for Paragraph 2.3

¡ Theoretical Citation

¡ Textual Evidence

¡ Analysis1

¡ Textual Evidence

¡ Counter

¡ Response

¡ Analysis2
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The Standard Conclusion

¡ Paragraph 1: Argument Statement

¡ Counter

¡ Response

¡ Argument

¡ Paragraph 2: Implications

¡ Implications

The Standard Conclusion

¡ Paragraph 1: Argument Statement

¡ Argument

¡ Counter

¡ Response

¡ Paragraph 2: Implications

¡ Implications
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Conclusion for a Theorization

¡ Paragraph 1: Argument Statement

¡ Counter

¡ Response

¡ Argument

¡ Paragraph 2: Implications

¡ Implications  (Part I: The Theory)

¡ Paragraph 3: Implications 

¡ Implications (Part II: Application of the Theory to Additional Examples)
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