Objective: This activity is designed to give you experience using reference works to provide context for your essays. 

Assignment: Using reference works for context, respond to the below questions, presenting evidence effectively and properly.

Instructions: Write a short paragraph in response to each of the below questions. Your paragraph should include: 

· An assertion that launches the paragraph
· Evidence from the Shakespearean text, effectively presented and properly cited
· Evidence from your contextual sources, effectively presented and properly cited
· Analysis that brings it all together
· A properly formatted Works Cited

To ensure your MLA style is correct, use the Harvard Guide to Using Sources. 

Part I: Using Sources

Use the provided sources to respond to this question: What is the meaning of the title of Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing?
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Williams, Gordon. “Nothing.” Shakespeare's Sexual Language: A Glossary. Continuum, 1997, p. 219.
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Crystal, David. “Nothing.” The Oxford Dictionary of Original Shakespearean Pronunciation. Oxford, 2016, p. 379.
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Part II: Finding Sources

Using Oxford Reference (accessible through Hollis), find the sources needed to respond to this question: In Much Ado, Don Jon calls himself a “villain” (1.2.23). How does this relate to his status as a “bastard” (4.1.185), given the history of these terms?
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‘I will cut all his two stones. By Gar, he shall not have a stone
to throw at his dog’ (cf. stone). (For the latter, Q sig. B4
reads: ‘Begar tell him I will cut his nase, will you?’

2. The gristle of the nose was undermined by pox, pro-
ducing one of the most obvious of the sufferer’s mutilations.
Tim IV.iii.157 is graphic: ‘Down with the nose, down with it
flat; take the bridge quite away.” The ‘wind instruments’ in
Oth 111i.3 provide a pun when the clown asks if they have
‘been in Naples, that they speak i'th’ nose’ (Tilley N242;
syphilitic damage to the voice is often noticed: see crack
2). When Cressida (7&°C 1.ii.100) declares: ‘I had as lief
Helen’s golden tongue had commended Troilus for a copper
nose’, she probably has the drunkard’s red nose in mind. But
syphilitics sometimes concealed their disfigurement with a
metal nose (DSI, nose-mutilation 2). A velvet patch was
an alternative, presumably what Autolycus (WI" IV.iv.222)
has for sale: ‘Masks for faces, and for noses’. See America,
Neapolitan bone-ache.

noted notorious (as cuckold or whore). It is said of the
emperor (T7it ILiii.86): ‘these slips have made him noted
long’, reference being to his wife’s adultery. For an active
rather than passive use, see cleft.

nothing* vagina (cf. O). Ophelia’s claim to ‘think noth-
ing’ (Ham 11Lii.112) prompts Hamlet’s quip: ‘That’s a fair
thought to lie between maids’ legs.” Son 20 puns on nature’s
‘adding one thing to my purpose nothing’ (i.e. a penis to the
vaginal nothing). As Shakespeare’s title ironically acknowl-
edges, both vagina and virginity are a nothing causing Much
Ado. See et cetera.

2. lacking a thing, penis. Son 136 suggests that the man as a
nothing (no penis) may be upgraded as one with some thing:
‘For nothing hold me, so it please thee hold That nothing
me a something, sweet, to thee’ (lover as phallus, Will, is a
feature of this sonnet).

nunnery allusive of a brothel. Long before the Reformation,
the equation would have been inescapable for the Londoner,
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