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Aphorisms on Plagiarism

From the Latin plagiarius, “kidnapper, seducer, plunderer,” plagiarism is the deliberate and deceptive use of another person’s words, ideas, or efforts as if they were your own, without giving credit to the source. Don’t kidnap, seduce, or plunder anyone else’s ideas.
Plagiarism has become acutely problematic in the age of the computer, with its word processing programs and the ease of copying-and-pasting. This problem only increased with the advent of the internet and easy access to almost limitless written material on every conceivable topic. But technology givith and technology taketh away: there are now online utilities such as TurnItIn.com that check your written work against writing available online, and also against other papers turned in at both your school and other schools.
In any event, plagiarism is usually easy for a trained reader to spot, often because of a sharp break in style or quality of thought. 

Some students truly do not understand what plagiarism is, and therefore plagiarize unwittingly or unintentionally. But ignorance is not an excuse for unethical academic conduct. Accordingly, here are some rules to avoid any problems with plagiarism. These rules apply regardless of the citation form or style you may be using. 
Direct Quotations: Whenever you directly quote someone else, you must provide a citation to the source of the material from which you are quoting. Moreover, you must put the material in quotation marks or otherwise set it off in an indented quote so the reader knows what words are yours and what words are quoted. It is not acceptable to use the words of others and only partially quote the original source. This is true even if you provide citation to the source both in-text and in your references section.
Paraphrasing: Whenever you paraphrase the work of another, you must provide a citation to the source of the material from which you are paraphrasing. Simply changing the structure of a sentence, or of a few words in a sentence so that the sentence you write is not an exact quote from the original source, does not mean a citation is not needed. This is because the idea you are expressing is not your own, but rather someone else's.

Using Others’ Ideas: Even if you compose an entire paragraph of writing in your own words (i.e., neither quoted nor paraphrased), if the idea you are expressing in that paragraph is not your own, original idea, you must provide a citation to the source from which you obtained this idea.

Collaborative Work: If you collaborate on any work with someone else and fail to acknowledge that collaboration, you are guilty of plagiarism. If you have received permission from you professor to collaborate on some assignment, be sure that all of the contributor's names appear on the submission.

Altering or Revising Another's Work: If you alter or revise the work done by someone and submit that work as your own, you have plagiarized. Similarly, if you allow someone else to alter or revise work that you have done and then allow that person to submit it as his or her own work, you are both guilty of plagiarism. Work that is not entirely your own must be credited by citation, both in your text and in your references page. 

Altering or Revising Your Own Prior Work: You should also be aware that altering or revising your own work that was prepared for another class or another professor, and not bringing it to the attention of the professor to whom you are submitting the revised work, is also academic dishonesty. If, for example, you have two classes that require a term paper, and you can write one paper that meets the requirements of both classes, you may not submit that paper to both professors unless you get permission to do so in advance from both professors. Similarly, if you wrote a paper several semesters ago that can be revised and submitted in satisfaction of a paper requirement for a course in which you are currently enrolled, doing so is academic dishonesty unless you get the advanced permission of your professor to do so. The reason this is dishonest is that it is not an original work prepared in satisfaction for the requirements on the course you are currently taking. 

If I suspect you of plagiarism, I will ask you to show me the documents used in the process of your paper. Sometimes, to insure compliance with academic integrity policies, written submissions will be submitted to TurnItIn.com. Submission of any writing assignment to an instructor constitutes consent by the student for the instructor to upload the paper to this anti-plagiarism database.
For both students and teachers, it is important to note that there is a difference between plagiarism and the misuse of sources. Students are not guilty of plagiarism when they try in good faith to acknowledge others’ work but fail to do so accurately or fully. Plagiarism is a deliberate attempt to deceive, or an ignorance of the need to cite sources, whereas the misuse of sources can occur because students do not (though they should) know how to integrate the ideas of others and document those ideas, or because students are careless or they make mistakes. 
