JEFFREY R. WILSON
APHORISMS ON FINDING LITERARY STUDIES SCHOLARSHIP
At UCI, your research headquarters should be the Library's English and Literature Studies Subject Guide
(http://libguides.lib.uci.edu/literature).

Since you've already clicked around on the web to familiarize yourself with a topic, continue your introductory research in the Cambridge Companions Complete Collection (http://cco.cambridge.org/), which is a series written by academic experts but geared toward advanced undergraduate and graduate students. Search the collection for specific texts, specific authors, historical periods, and themes. Most Cambridge Companions will outline the historical context of an issue, articulate its thematic concerns, and  distill its critical reception. Pay attention to the notes and/or bibliography, especially references you'll want to seek out to study for yourself. Add important texts to your Historical Sources, and start a list of Historical Criticism and Modern Criticism.

For literary terms and traditions, refer to The New Princeton Encyclopedia of Poetry and Poetics (http://lion.chadwyck.com/contents/ref_toc/TheNewPrincetonEncyclopediaofPo/issues.jsp). Read through encyclopedia entries relevant to your topic, and note references in the bibliographies you'll need to seek out and study for yourself.

For advanced research on primary texts and historical criticism, search The Johns Hopkins Guide to Literary Theory and Criticism (http://litguide.press.jhu.edu/). Note references in the bibliographies you'll need to seek out and study for yourself.

For advanced research on historical criticism, look in the library for an anthology of criticism on your author (sometimes these are titled a "critical heritage"). Scan the collection to add texts to your list of historical criticism. 

For advanced research on modern criticism, start with the MLA International Bibliography (access through Library's Subject Guide), which is a database specifically for literary studies. First get a sense of how much has been written about the writer and the text you're analyzing by searching for them in the "Subject Author" and the "Subject Work" fields; if there are there three articles about your text, your paper will be able to account for the entire critical tradition, but if there are 500 articles on your text you'll need to narrow your critical community to writers who have addressed a specific them in your text. Thus combine "Subject Author" and "Subject Field" searches with "Keyword" (more results) and "Descriptors" (fewer results) searches. Mark all the records that apply, even if you know you can't cover them all, since you'll narrow your scope later. Start to assemble a list of Modern Criticism.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Repeat these same searches in JSTOR (http://www.jstor.org/) and Project Muse (http://muse.jhu.edu/), two databases specializing in scholarly journals in the humanities and social sciences. You will probably duplicate many results from your MLA Bibliography search, but add any new articles to your list of Modern Criticism.

Repeat these searches for your text and topic in Google Scholar (http://scholar.google.com/). Again, you'll probably find many duplicates from your earlier searches. Make note of the articles that continually arise when you search for your topic, since it probably indicates a certain popularity and influence, which often (though not always) means it includes a quality argument you'll want to give special attention. Continue building your list of Modern Criticism. In Google Scholar there will be more irrelevant material to weed through, but it will also connect you most directly to Google Books.

Your final form of internet research should be Google Books (http://books.google.com/). This database is helpful because it allows you to search full texts in very specific terms, and it includes recent books that might not have made their way into databases, but it also offers only partial previews (20 pages or so), snippet views (3-5 lines), and no previews of many texts. For this reason, it is important to search Google Books while physically at the library, where you can then seek out and access hard copies of any books needed for your research.

At the university's library, continue your research by looking for an annotated bibliography on your author or text. Also search the library’s catalog for any books that didn't appear in your other searches. Finally, go to the section of the library stacks devoted to your author or topic, and browse the shelves for any titles that might be relevant to your research.

Multimedia texts are certainly welcome in a bibliography. Visual arts like drawings, paintings, textiles, photographs, sculptures, and architecture can be found in both ArtStor (http://library.artstor.org/) and Google Images (http://www.google.com/imghp). Films are catalogued at the Internet Movie Database (http://www.imdb.com).
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